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Christopher Hobbs

From: Pearce, Brian M <PearceBM@state.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 15, 2015 9:08 AM
To: hobbs_c@peneng.com
Subject: Point of Contact with US Embassy

Mr. Hobbs, 
  This is my email address.  As we discussed at the recent meeting at your attorneys’ office, I am hesitant to 
communicate with you other than through an attorney given your present circumstances.  I understand that 
you may no longer be represented by counsel here, but continue to have counsel in Hawaii (Mr. 
Harrison).  If that is correct, perhaps Mr. Harrison can contact me on your behalf.  There are ethical 
limitations on the extent to which a DOJ attorney can communicate with a represented party other than 
through counsel.   
      I saw emails recently in which you reported that you were questioned at a US airport on arrival.  I made 
inquiries with our RSO and LEGAT offices, and do not know why that occurred.  I found no indication that 
the U.S. Embassy played any role in that, though my inquiries were limited. 
 
 
Brian Pearce  
Regional U.S. Department of Justice Attaché 
USDOJ Intellectual Property Law Enforcement Coordinator - Asia 
US Embassy-Bangkok 
+66-2-205-5503 
pearcebm@state.gov 
 
  
SBU  
This email is UNCLASSIFIED.  
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PETER HENNER 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

P.O. BOX 326 
CLARKSVILLE, NEW YORK 12041-0326 

(518) 423-7799 
Fax: (518) 768-8235 

peter@peterhenner.com 
WEB SITE: peterhenner.com  

* 
via email to PearceBM@state.gov 

  
 March 9, 2015  
 
Mr. Brian Pearce, Esq. 
Department of Justice Legal Attache 
United States Embassy, Bangkok 
120/22 Wireless Road  
Bangkok, Thailand 10330  
 
Re: Christopher Hobbs: 
 
Dear Mr. Pearce: 
 
             I have been retained by Christopher Hobbs, with respect to all matters pertaining to the 
treatment that he has received from FBI agents in Thailand, the apparent continuation of 
improper conduct directed towards him by federal agents, and his prospective claims against the 
United States and individual federal actors.  
 
             I am aware that Mr. Hobbs has communicated with you directly, and that you have 
advised him that you are reluctant to speak to him. I agree that such communications would be 
improper, and I have instructed Mr. Hobbs not to communicate with you directly again. I am also 
advising you that you can and should communicate directly with me with respect to all matters 
pertaining to Mr. Hobbs.  
 
             I would hope that you realize that Mr. Hobbs has been subjected to a horrific ordeal, and 
that this ordeal was caused by the FBI’s actions and/or omissions in transmitting  information 
about Mr. Hobbs to the Thai authorities, while withholding information about the more likely 
perpetrator, Steven Strike     It has now been established that Mr. Hobbs is innocent of the charge 
of being a pedophile. Furthermore, Mr. Hobbs has never been accused of violating any United 
States laws, and the criminal charges that were brought against him in Thailand (as a result of the 
misconduct of the FBI agents) have now been dropped.  
 
            Therefore, any ongoing stigmatization of Mr. Hobbs must cease immediately. There is no 
reason why Mr. Hobbs should face any heightened scrutiny or be subject to additional 
questioning when he leaves or enters the United States, nor is there any reason why he should be 
deemed a security risk. I also hope that you will take appropriate measures to ensure that the 
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information that was transmitted by the FBI does not cause any additional harm, and, at the very 
least, that federal actors do not do anything else to further damage Mr. Hobbs’ reputation.  
 
             In any event, Mr. Hobbs will seek monetary damages for any additional dissemination of 
information pertaining to the false allegations against him, as well as monetary damages for any 
further instances where he is subjected to additional governmental processing or harassment as 
the result of the FBI placing him on any list of heightened security risks as the result of the 
investigation into his activities in Thailand.  
           
             I understand that you, Agent Devine and Agent Cantrell have all stated that Mr. Hobbs is 
“the subject of a criminal investigation.” It is not clear whether you are referring to an ongoing 
investigation or if you are referring to the past investigation which led to the criminal charges 
against him in Thailand. I understand that the FBI may keep an investigation file open for some 
time, and Mr. Hobbs does not dispute the FBI’s right to continue to investigate him.  However, 
inasmuch as he has never been charged, and will not be charged with any criminal offenses, there 
is no reason or excuse to continue to treat Mr. Hobbs as a suspicious person, or to communicate 
any information to any other public agency or private entity  suggesting that any surveillance or 
monitoring of his activities is advisable.   
 
            I am also preparing to file a lawsuit on Mr. Hobbs’ behalf, pursuant to the authority of 
Bivens v. Six Unknown Named Agents of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics, 403 US 388 (1971). 
The lawsuit will allege that Mr. Hobbs’ constitutional rights were violated by the FBI agents 
stationed in Thailand and by other individuals who may be deemed t be federal actors. The 
lawsuit may also assert other legal claims. I know that the United States has not waived its 
immunity for actions of this nature under the Federal Tort Claims Act, and I also realize that the 
United States may not be liable for any financial judgment that may be awarded against the 
individual FBI agents. Nevertheless, it may be advantageous for the United States for Mr. 
Hobbs’ claims to be settled without litigation, and if this is a possibility, please advise me 
accordingly, or put me in contact with any relevant official within the Department of Justice who 
is empowered to discuss such a settlement.  
 
            Finally, I have also prepared a Freedom of Information Act – Privacy Act request for Mr. 
Hobbs, which I have instructed him to file by email on the FBI website. (I have also advised 
Mr.Hobbs to file FOIA-PA requests with other federal agencies). Since the FBI is under the 
auspices of the Department of Justice, I also request that you use whatever influence you can to 
expedite the processing of this request, in the hope that this information may be provided sooner.  
Disclosure of this information may make it easier for us to resolve this situation. In any event, if 
the information is not disclosed pursuant to the FOIPA request, much of it will ultimately be the 
subject of mandatory initial disclosures under FRCP Rule 26 (a) (1), shortly after the 
commencement of any litigation.  
 
             I would be happy to discuss Mr. Hobbs’ situation,  including the ending of any 
stigmatization of him, and hopefully the resolution of his monetary claims against individual FBI 
agents with you at your earliest convenience. I would also be happy to discuss related issues, 
such as the question of whether and when Mr. Strike should be extradited to Thailand to face 
charges for the serious allegations that were falsely brought against Mr. Hobbs, or alternatively, 
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whether he will be prosecuted in the United States for his actions in Thailand. I would hope that 
such discussions would, in the short run, enable Mr. Hobbs to resume some semblance of his 
normal life, and to ensure that the actions of federal agents do not continue to make matters 
worse.  
 
             In addition to the contact information on this letterhead, you can also contact me via 
Skype. My Skype ID is peterhenner1.   
 
 
 

Very truly yours, 
 
         s/ 
         Peter Henner 
 
 
c. Christopher Hobbs 




